SUMMARY Ten cases of serious eye injury from car battery explosions are reported. A survey of the instructions supplied with car batteries and battery chargers has been carried out. The mechanism and methods of prevention of such injuries are discussed.
junctiva and cornea and a secondary uveitis. Intraocular pressure was 37 mm/Hg. The fundus was not clearly seen. He was treated with irrigation, topical steroids, and oral acetazolamide. Three days later the anterior segment had healed but the left visual acuity had deteriorated to 6/60. Examination revealed vitreous and retinal haemorrhage inferiorly and a full thickness macular hole (Fig. 1) . CASE 
2
A 42-year-old company director was disconnecting the charger from a car battery which had been charging overnight when there was an explosion. His spectacles shattered, and he sustained a severe injury to his left eye. Visual acuity was 6/6 R and hand movements L. There were acid burns of both anterior segments Fig. 2 shows the batterv involved in case 4 and illustrates the number of fragments produced. The 10 cases show examples of all 3 mechanisms of injury ( Table 2) .
Nine of the patients sustained acid burns to the anterior segment of varying severity; 4 patients had severe contusion injury and 3 penetrating injuries. The patients who had acid injury or penetrating injurv alone recovered normal vision. Two of the latter group, however, were rendered aphakic. Three patients had their vision reduced to 6/60 or worse in the injured eye as a result of the accident, and all were due to a contusional injury-to the optic nerve in 2 cases and the macula in one. The average inpatient stay was 9-6 days and the days lost from work would have been in excess of this. In none of the cases were any safetv spectacles worn.
During the charging of a car battery hvdrogen and oxygen are produced by electrolysis of water. Vent holes in the battery allow these gases to escape into the atmosphere. This venting svstem is thought to be very safe when the car is in normal use. When the 
